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Description

This file contains the maps and handouts for the Raising Up monograph available from
Chaosium. It is provided so Keepers can print copies for use when running the
adventures.
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Raising Up Handouts
Player of Hell Handouts
From The Ancient Ways of the Vrykolokas.

The vrykolokas, like other vampires, is an undead being who subsists on the blood of the
living. Like the others of its family, it is supposed to find the cross repulsive...

...Unlike in the myths of the Balkans, the vrykolokas lies not in his coffin during the day. This
horror may freely traverse the waking world, but fortunately it is weaker and less energetic in the
light of day...

...While the vrykolokas feeds upon the blood of its victims, it also has a singular method of
finishing its dining. When the victim is at last slain, the vrykolokas devours the entire corpse.
The noted German metaphysician Hasselberg speculates that the creature does this to prevent to
creation of a competitor. He speculates that a victim slain by a vrykolokas will rise again as a
vampire. Other sources state that vrykolokas are created from the bodies of people who were
vicious beyond the pale of humanity in life...

...While the tales of the Balkans state that a vampire might be slain by a wooden stake, by
decapitation or by the use of silver bullets, the vrykolokas proves to be unaffected by such
attempts to end its existence. The only thing that has proven to be a reliable means of scourging
the creatures is the use of fire...

...Like other vampires, the vrykolokas has an unusual appearance. The skin is like ancient
papyrus, the face features unusual growths of hair, and the body seems to be starved. The eyes,
like those of other vampires, are hypnotic. The creature has a great and terrible ability to sway
the minds of men, especially those who are feeble, inexperienced or tainted with evil...

...A final mark distinguishes the vrykolokas from other vampires. Whereas most vampires will
simply select a victim based on his whims and set to feeding, the vrykolokas must present his
intended victim with a physical item that creates the foul spiritual link between victim and
victimizer. The victim must freely take this item, but once it is in the victim's possession it
proves to be indestructible and unavoidable. It has been speculated that the item is not, in fact, a
physical object at all, but a manifestation of the creature itself...
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